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ODILINA JOSEPH

NYAMWEZI TRIBE (TABORA REGION)
Born 11 OCTOBER 1987 in DAR ES SALAAM

Future dreams: In her life Odilina often has seen
women and children suffering from the injustices of
life. It is especially widows and orphans who have to
suffer very much in their lives and who don’t get
enough protection by the law which is why Odilina
wants to become a lawyer. She wants to step up for
people in need and try to help them to achieve a

better and safer life.

How Odilina came to Bethsaida: After her
parents’ death Odilina and her four siblings had
nobody who helped them. All their relatives lived
far away or didn’t feel responsible for them, so
Odilina, being 15 years old at that time, started
to work in a café. Three years later her uncle
moved to Dar es Salaam and started taking care of
her. He soon heard about Bethsaida in a radio-
announcement and sent Odilina to the Agape
Centre to get interviewed. She performed well

and could finally stop working at the café.

Her parents: Both Odilina’s mother and father died in 2002.

Because of stomach problems one day her mother went to
hospital where the doctor told her that she needed a stomach
operation because of some dangerous swellings but she didn’t
Favorite Subjects: Geography, have the money to pay for it. When she then also got malaria

History, Kiswahili, Civics and English short time later, her body was to weakened to fight

it. She died of it. Her father had been
suffering from diabetes, but couldn’t
afford to buy the medicine the keep him

healthy. He finally died of this disease.

Her siblings: Odilina is the third born
in her family. She has three brothers
and one sister who are being taken

care of by their neighbours.

Her guardian: When her parents died
nobody took care of them, but when
her uncle moved to Dar es Salaam from
Mbeya three years later, he became
her guardian. Odilina likes him very

much, they have a good relationship.

Odilina enjoys very much to dance,
swim, read the bible and exchange
stories with different friends. Also,

she revealed that she likes to act.

What Odilina wants others to know about her: “I really need help for my further

studies because | have no alternatives when | finish my studies here at Bethsaida.”




